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Editorial 
In September this year the Society, in 
conjunction with the four national 
Academies, sponsored a Forum at 
Government House in Sydney on the 
challenging topic of the future of work.  
Coincidentally, the event occurred on the 
same day that Australia’s governing Liberal 
Party decided to change its leader and hence 
the Prime Minister.  This was certainly a 
propitious occasion to be discussing and 
debating a topic that is central to our very 
existence as a society and as a civilisation!  
This issue of the RSNSW’s Journal is largely 
devoted to papers written as a result of these 
deliberations, some from the speakers at the 
Forum and others from the audience. 
 
Hosted by the 38th Governor of NSW, His 
Excellency, General The Honourable David 
Hurley, and with speakers including the 
Presidents of the Academy of Science and 
the Academy of Technological Sciences and 
Engineering (and future Chief Scientist), the 
roll call for the Forum makes for impressive 
reading. 
 
Central to the discussion was the 
expectation that within a decade or two the 
effects of automation will have transformed 
the working environment.  This is not 
simply the automation of manual jobs 
brought about by mechanisation, it is the 
impact of computerization on activities once 
thought to be solely the domain of thinking 
humans – people capable of making 
complex decisions based on the 
circumstances they confront. 
 
Undoubtedly new opportunities would arise, 
though likely in arenas that are quite 

unanticipated.  For instance, how many of 
us envisaged a decade ago the effect that 
then emerging Smartphone apps would 
have on the service industry, such as the 
accommodation and transportation sectors?! 
 
Whatever does occur in relation to jobs in 
the future, those trained with skills in 
science and technology would appear best 
placed to succeed.  However, the society we 
live in could be a very different place as a 
result, and not necessarily a better one.  Or, 
at least, not if we don't take steps now to try 
and identify the changes that may occur and 
enact policies to ensure that they are not 
detrimental to our future well-being. 
 
This was just one part of the debate that the 
Forum facilitated, some of which is taken 
further in the pages ahead.  We hope you 
find it stimulating, even if not necessarily 
comforting. 
 
However, to start this issue we have a very 
different article, written by the 37th 
Governor of NSW, Dame Marie Bashir, 
following the address she gave to the Society 
at its annual dinner.  The subject is the life 
and legacy of the 5th Governor, Lachlan 
Macquarie, the person who did more than 
any other to turn Australia from being just a 
penal colony into a vibrant nation.  A nation 
that is able to contemplate the grand 
challenges that lie ahead and to consider 
what its future actions should be in order to 
meet them and to advance its society. 
 
Michael Burton 
Hon. Secretary (Editorial) 
31 December, 2015 

 

 


